[Metabolism of amino acids and urea cycle: animal models of enzymopathies].
This article is a review of the animal models which have been described until now for the inborn errors of amino acid metabolism and urea cycle. Two approaches have been explored to obtain such animal models: firstly oral or parenteral administration of the amino acid(s) accumulated in some enzymatic defects of the amino acid catabolism or urea cycle--specific enzymatic inhibitors have sometimes been used; secondly, the genetic approach, which is often the best method. Systematic screening of rat or mouse mutants obtained by experimental mutagenesis was performed in some cases. The relationships between the metabolic disturbances observed either in the inborn errors of metabolism or in the experimental models are discussed as well as the origin of the discrepancies often observed between human and animal syndromes.